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Latin American musical life. The words are often topical and relate to
political events. It has been suggested that the word Corrido is derived
from correr, to run, because the singer had to run for his life when caught
in the process of reciting a subversive ditty. Corridas are particularly
popular in Mexico, with its seething political life. Numerous topical
Corridos are found in the collection Romance y Corrido by Vicente T.
Mendoza, published in 1939 in Mexico City.

The lyrics of Latin-American popular songs of the commercial type
are chiefly concerned with love and passion. Frances A. Wright, Assistant
Professor at the University of California, has examined two thousand
popular Latin-American airs, and found that every one of them contained
the words el amor and la luna.

The Calypso songs of Trinidad, sung in a curious brand of English,
often quite uninhibited in vocabulary, have acquired a sudden popularity
in recent years. Other islands of the West Indies have contributed songs
of their own. In Jamaica, the most popular native dance is the Mentoy
which resembles a Rumba played in slow tempo. The French islands of
St. Lucia and Martinique have produced the Beguine, made famous by
Cole Porter's tune Begin the Beguine. The French word beguin means
flirtation.

Although Puerto Rico is a part of the United States, it is culturally
connected with the Latin-American world through common Spanish-
American ties. Several distinctive airs have originated in Puerto Rico,
among them the Plenay which is a topical ballad similar to the Mexican
Corrido; and two song-dances in the Spanish manner, Seis (that is, "Six/'
from a six-string guitar) and Mariandd.

The choreography of Latin-American dances varies greatly according
to region and time. However, it is possible to indicate the principal types
of choreographic figures, described in such terms as amorous dances, in
which the partners hold each other closely, handkerchief dances, in which
the partners, dancing apart from each other, wave handkerchiefs, and so
on. Ten principal categories may thus be established. They are (i) Amo-
rous dances, such as the Rumba, Merengue, and the Tango; (2) Hand-
kerchief dances^BailecitOyMarinera^Sanjuanito^Zamacuecas (3) Finger-
snapping dances: Gato, Chacarera, Jarana; (4) Street dances: Choros,
Guarachay Guajira; (5) Pursuit dances: Firmeza, Escondido, Bam-
iwco, Jarabe; (6) Square dances: Pericon, Punto, Mejorana; (7) Rustic
dances: Ranchera, Pasillo, Jorofo; (8) Ritual dances: Jongo, Macumba;